driving abroad

Pocket guide tips for a

German road trip

Bags packed? Check. Excitement levels at fever pitch? Check. Ready to hit the open road? You sure?
There are some important things 1o rememlber about driving albroad but, don't worry, because this handy litfle
wallet (or glovebox) friendly foldaway guide should provide all the info needed fo stay safe on the road.

Emergency number - 112 is the European version of 999. Only to be used in times of severe distress.
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Don’t dazzle

This is really important. Headlights
set up for use on British roads could
dazzle other drivers when used on
the right side of the road so make
sure you adjust them before setting
off. This is easily done using a

Adjust your sat nav

Have you set your sat nav to be
used in Germany? Bear in mind
it’s actually illegal to use a speed
detector in Germany. So, if your
sat nav has this function, make
sure it is furned off, or you could

Autobahn speed limits

There is no one single speed limit
on German Autobahns. However,
during bad weather and in some
zones, for example those that are
particularly accident-prone, there
will be sign-posted limits that are

convertor kit. face a fine. often strictly enforced. In other
areas, that don’t have a posted
speed restriction, there is an
advised limit of 130km/h.
No?®

Drive on the right

It's very easy to forget this one
but they drive on the right in
Germany, so don’t get caught
out. Similarly, the left lane of the
Autobahn is used for overtaking,
so keep an eye on it and don’t
overtake on the right like you
would in the UK.

Be vigilant

[t's fairly common for motorists on

the Autobahn to drive at speed

and cut in front of you. This takes
a little getting used to. Always
be aware of fast approaching

vehicles in your rear view mirror.

You will be expected to get out

of the way.

Cruise - don’t booze

The drink driving limit in Germany
is slightly lower than in the UK, and
for drivers who have held their
license for less than two years or
who are under 21, absolutely no
alcohol is allowed.
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E‘ Don’t forget to take me with you



My car has broken down

Ich habe eine Autopanne

If things do go wrong, don’t panic. A few phrases (along with our helpful diagram)
should ensure you get the message across.

: My engine has overheated
© Mein Motor hat sich Uberhitzt

I have lost my car keys My engine doesn’t sound right
Ich habe meine Mein Motor macht seltsame

Autoschllssel verloren Gerdusche

h . I have a flat battery

Meine Autobatterie
ist leer

Car
Auto
I’m out of fuel My brakes aren’t working properly I have a fiat tyre
Mir ist das Benzin ausgegangen © Meine Bremsen funktionieren nicht * Ich habe einen Platten

- mehr richtig

I’'ve put the wrong fuel in my car

Ich habe den falschen
Kraftstoff getankt

3 other useful phrases to know

Can you send me a

Do you speak English? I am lost!
mechanic/breakdown van?

Sprechen Sie Englisch? Ich habe mich verfahren!

Ké&nnen Sie mir einen Mechaniker/
Abschleppwagen rufen?

For more about the rules and regs of driving in Germany visit — tO
www.swinton.co.uk/carinsurance/guides/driving-abroad /germany SWI n n
Insurance

Swinton Group Limited, registered in England number 756681 who registered office is at: Swinton House, 6 Great Marlborough Street,
Manchester, M1 5SW. Calls are recorded for training and quality purposes. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.



